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� I have a home child daycare 

and a few years ago the kids 

were having trouble putting  

on the backpack that I had  

for them to play with.  I started 

thinking about another design that I could make.  

Since that time, I have made quite a few "Penny 

Packs" that the children play with every day and I am 

selling some, too.  In the future, I hope to be able to 

sell more of my backpacks locally and on-line, as 

well as market a pattern. 
 

I went to a few VWBC one-to-one counseling sessions and was told I had a 

good product and was encouraged to keep going forward with it.  I am thank-

ful and appreciative of having a place to go to discuss my idea while getting 

feedback and suggestions.  VWBC is an important service and I look forward 

to counting on them in the future for counseling, trainings and workshops. 

I am the owner of At Home Designs and an interior 

decorator.  I help homeowners create beautiful and 

functional spaces.  I opened my business in January of 

2006 and worked out of my home.  Last December, I 

opened a retail space where I have my office, display 

my fabrics, drapery hardware, and wallpaper, and meet 

with clients.  I share the space with Montpelier Empo-

rium, a home furnishings and accessories business.  
 

I wasn’t sure I could afford to pay the overhead  

expenses and I had no idea what to look for in a  

commercial lease.  I met with business counselor Mary Johnson and she 

helped me do a cash flow analysis and suggested things to 

include in the lease.  She also helped me and my space-

mate to think about how our businesses would work  

together and to write up an agreement about our new 

spaces.  Working with Mary gave me confidence.  
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� Several winters 

ago I took a  

business class 

through the  

Vermont Women’s 

Business Center.  At the time I was not quite ready 

to start my own business, but I had kept all the 

class materials and referred back to them  

constantly while working on my business plan.  
 

Starting a business is not an easy thing to do, but with the help I received 

from VWBC, I was able to succeed!  I launched Babies to Boomers last 

summer and am happy to say that things are going well. 
 

We are a Vermont nanny and elder care agency that specializes in the place-

ment of qualified caregivers with families looking for the highest quality care 

for loved ones.  We do full-time, part-time, temporary, sitter and event services.   

Terry and I started our cafe in January 2010 and 

have been so pleased with the support offered 

through VWBC.  
 

From business plan writing to basic accounting to 

local foods networking, we've been guided by 

VWBC along the way.  
 

The extensive lending library has been a great 

resource.  And we've appreciated the 

recommendations on who to contact for more 

information on business financing, grants and loans. 
 

We get so much 
more out of our 

conversations with VWBC than with most other 

business consultants.  Thank you! 
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This map presents a visual glimpse of VWBC’s  
one-to-one business counseling and new business starts. 


